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Hindu religious evidence found within Wiang Sa ancient settlement, Surat Thani province
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Abstract
The purpose of the research is to study the archaeological evidence which found

from the archaeological excavation and surveying at Wiang Sa ancient settlement, Surat Thani
province, inorder to describe Hindu religious characteristics of the ancient settlement. The
research has consecutively three periods; 1) literature reviewing of written documents, 2)
archaeological excavations and surveying, and 3) documents analysis and conclusion.

Hindu religious evidence found at Wiang Sa ancient settlement indicates two main
sects of Hinduism which are; Vaishnavism (whom reveres Vishnu as the supreme god) and
Shaivism (whom reveres Shiva as the supreme god). The evidences mostly found inside Wiang
Sa town, Wiang Sa district, including two Vishnu sculptures in Pallava Art Style dating
approximately 7" century, and another Vishnu sculpture in Chola Art Style dating
approximately 11" century as well as the sculpture of Vatukabhairava in Chola Art Style dating
approximately 11" century. In addition, two pedestals for statue which was supposedly
produced for Hindu gods were also found in both inside and outside (at Wat Na Poh, Thung
Luang district) of Wiang Sa town. From the excavation inside the town in 2012, the researcher
also found a piece of sculptured hand at main religious monument, in which assuming that is
the right hand of one of the el century Vishnu statues in Pallava Art Style. Furthermore, the
main religious monument is also believed to be the Vishnu shrine for this ancient community.

From the archaeological evidence indicate that Wiang Sa ancient settlement
preferably believes in both sects of Hinduism and the evidence also indicate cultural

landscape development of Wiang Sa ancient settlement as well.
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' H.G. Quaritch Wales, A Newly-Explored Route of Ancient Indian Cultural Expansion, (London: India

Society, 1935), 16-19.
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