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Abstract

This research has 4 objectives: () to analyze the meaning of kinship term in Thai and
Mien based on componential analysis, (i) to study the use of kinship terms as addressing terms, (iii)
to discuss how the kinship terms reveal Thai and Mien culture and (iv) to compare the kinship
terms in Thai and Mien. Data of Thai kinship terms comes from Prasithrathsint’s (2000) study (A
Componential Analysis of Kinship Terms in Thai) and Kahakitkoson” (2005) study (Comparison of
Kinship Terms in Thai and Tae Chiu Chinese). Data of Mien kinship terms comes from 2 male and 2
ferale Mien informants at Bansanjaroen, Thai Wang Pha District, Nan Province.

Results showed that there were 48 kinship terms in Thai. 21 terms are single words
and 27 terms are compound words. In Mien, however, there were 68 kinship terms. 33 terms are
single words and 35 terms are compound words. The Thai kinship terms differ in 9 dimensions of
contrast: Generation, Linearity, Parental Link, Sex, Age, Marriage, New Marriage, Husband or Wife side
and Euphemism. The Mien kinship terms differ in 11 dimensions of contrast: Generation, Linearity,
Parental Link, Sex, Age, Marriage, New Marriage, speaker’s sex, Husband or Wife side, Affinal kins and
Male or Female side. By comparing the use of kinship terms as addressing terms, it was found that
kinship terms in Thai and Mien languages can be used as pronoun regardless of the fact that the
person referred to is a relative or not. In Thai, however, a kinship term relating to a maternal side is
preferable when it is used to refer to a person who is not a relative. In Mien, on the other hand, a
kinship term relating to a paternal side is preferable when it is used to refer to a person who is not
a relative.

As regards culture of Thai and Mien speakers, it was not found to be too different. In
Thai culture, genetic relatedness is considered to be important and one should count whoever is
relating to a matemal or paternal side as a relative, especially if that person is relating to a maternal
side. Additionally, Thai people take seniority and politeness serious. In Mien culture, seniority,
differentiation between male and female relatives, marriages are important. Furthermore, focusing
on extended family members, Mien people count whoever is relating to a maternal or paternal

side as a relative, especially if that person is relating to a paternal side.
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