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Classification of painting history of Buddha part: Coming down from the
Tavatimsa Heaven From Mural painting to be printing media by Hem Vejakorn
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This article is a part of the thesis“Hem Vejakorn’s The Life of The Buddha and Vessantara Jataka
painting”A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillments of the Requirement for the Degree Master of Arts Program in Art
History, Thesis Advisor: Prof Sakchai Saisingha.
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Abstract
History of Buddha is one of the principle ancient story in Buddhism that transfer to

painting of all times. Thereby the format of the painting in the history of Buddha naturally
reform and develop the format to accommodate the period such as in the old days the mural
painting on the ubosot wall, Thai long book made of pulp from trees and cloth turn into paper
or printing media such as picture album and textbook for kids or people. In the period of Rama
VI and Rama VIl is the period that the communication of Thailand and foreigner were increased
that cause the printing system and knowledge technology of printing in Thailand develop
rapidly. Afterwards the creator brought the painting that relate in Buddhism to print and
distribute the postcards.

The painting work in history of Buddha by Hem Vejakorn is another important
archaeological evidence that sagnify the adjustment direction of the painting. We can notice
from the milestone of the Buddha history such as the scene that fighting Satan and win,
coming down from Tavatimsa Heaven or called “Three worlds”, these are the incidents that
become the painting of all times. These painting have the inherit traditional compose and may
have only difference in some small details but generally all compose is similar. Which in this
article we will give the example of the classification painting of the incident scene that is
“Buddha coming down from Tavatimsa Heaven” to be analyze and compare about the
differences and adjustment of the composition in this scene that changes when transform to
be printing media. So that the painting in history of Buddha in the “Buddha coming down from
Tavatimsa Heaven” scene of Hem Vejakorn gives the reflection about the attempt of the artist
in that period, attempt to find the good combination of painting technical in Eastern style and
remaining the Thai identity.

Keywords: 1.Thai painting 2. History of Buddha 3.Rama VI and Rama VIl 4. Hem Vejakorn
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