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The 1945 Constitution of the Republic of Indonesia and pre vision of being the nation
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Abstract
The Declaration of Independence of the Republic of Indonesia on the 17" of August

1954 was fast-tracked after the Japanese surrendering. Three months before that time and
under the Japanese support, a group of Indonesian nationalist leaders began to draft the
constitution. The drafting was undertaken by the Committee which comprised of only 62
members, neither a national referendum nor the public opinions were involved. The 1945

Constitution of Indonesia could not, therefore, be regarded as representing the viewpoints of
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the Indonesian citizens. Nevertheless, the constitution remains the important document which
reflected the thought of those responsible for its drafting, their concepts of state and their
visions on Indonesian nation. As such, the 1945 Constitution was an important tool for nation-
building. This article is related to the background of the people who took part in the drafting
of the 1945 Constitution, examines the process and the involved negotiation and analyzes the
concept of nation that is imprinted within the Constitution’s text.

Keywords: The Republic of Indonesia, the 1945 Constitution, the Independence, the nation-
building
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