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Clay votive tablets found in the caves of the Trang river basin
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Abstract
The objectives of the research are to study on and analysis of:

1). The clay votive tablets found in the caves of the Trang river basin in Trang
Province, Southern Thailand.
2). The types of the clay votive tablets based on the iconographic
representation and epigraphical evidence
The findings obtained from the research are as follows:
From 5 cave-sites there are more than 850 votive tablets that can be classified into
16 types according to the iconographic representation. There are image of Buddha, of
Bodhisattva, of Jambhala and of stupa. These votive tablets were made by the Mahayana
devotees belonging to 3 periods: 8th century, 9th - 10th centuries, and 12th - 13th centuries,
respectively. The votive tablet of the first and the second periods were influenced by the
Srivijaya culture while those of the third period the Lopburi culture. Tradition of buried clay
votive tablets such as this spread in the southern peninsular Thailand. The similarity to the
clay votive tablets of the Dvaravati cultures in the Central and Northeastern regions suggests
that there were trade and cultural interaction between the communities of the Trang river

basin and those of the Srivijaya and Dvaravati and the Lopburi.
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