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Abstract
The objective of this study is to study and understand the use of death pictures as

symbols in the creation of Thai contemporary arts. The study explores Thai contemporary arts
that use death pictures such as corpses, skeletons and skulls over the ten-year period (2002 -
2012). The study finds that death pictures have been used widely in art works. Artists use such
pictures to connect with something. From the survey of artworks together with information
from documents about those works, the relationship between content and death pictures can
be categorized into 6 categories: 1.The death pictures in relation to life and death 2. The death
pictures in relation to religious philosophy and belief 3. The death pictures in relation to the
society 4. The death pictures in relation to politics 5. The death pictures in relation to
subconscious 6. The death pictures in relation to nature. After such categorization, this study
further analyzes the death pictures in connection with the contemporary Thai society, in which
the death pictures are considered disgusting. This, in turn, affects the role of the death pictures
presented in the artworks. The death pictures in Thai contemporary arts can be synthesized
into two main types: 1. The death pictures that are not contradictory to the society. This
means that the death pictures are presented without any conflicts with general perceptions of
the society. Under this type of artworks, artists use various strategies and modes to present
their work such as visual arts, paintings, sculptures or other aesthetic forms of art. 2. The death
pictures that challenge the concept of the society. This means that the death pictures are
presented with challenges to the general perceptions of the society. Under this type of
artworks, artists use various strategies such as using real corpses or presenting the reality

through videos and photos.
Keywords: image of death/ symbol/ Contemporary Art Thailand/ corpse/ skeleton/ skull
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