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Abstract
The objectives of this research study are: to examine different ethnic groups’ notions

of snakes, nagas, and dragons; to analyze the ethnic Tai’s concepts of nagas reflected in
literary works, arts, beliefs, traditions, and rituals; and to analyze the ethnic Tai’s current
concepts of nagas. The data of this study were collected from both existing documentation
and fieldworks conducted, following the research methodology and theoretical frameworks in
folklore and anthropology. The informants of this study consisted of two groups: 1) ethnic Tai
minority groups residing outside Thailand including Shan, Tai LU, Tai Kheun, Tai Lao, Tai Dam,
Tai Khao, Tai Daeng, and Tai Ahom,; 2) ethnic Tai minority groups residing in Thailand including
Thai Yuan, Thai LU, Shan, Thai Laos, Thai Isan, Thai Siam in the central, and Thai Siam in the
south.

The findings of this study indicate that the different ethnic groups’ notions of snakes,
nagas, and dragons demonstrate some interesting commonalities across different ethnic groups
of mankind which have been passed on from previous generations to the current generation.
In addition, the ethnic Tai’s concepts of nagas as reflected in literary works, arts, beliefs,
traditions and rituals can be classified into 15 types. That is, a naga could be regarded as a
forefather, a sacred being, a divine being, a being with magical power, a being with strength
and might, a being with faith in or connection with Buddhism, a guardian of important places
or cities, a large serpent, a dwelling, an existing being, a god of water and earth, a being
representing agriculture and fertility, a being related to homes and living quarters, a being
connected to astrology, a human helper, and physical appearance with artistic beauty.

The analysis of the ethnic Tai’s current concepts of nagas reveals that the informants
are well aware of the naga accounts because these concepts have been passed from
generation to generation. Especially in a conservative society, the more the elderly people,
the more conscious they are of the naga concepts and the higher degree of inheritance.
The role of “media” is considered crucial, contributing to the prevalent existence of the naga
concepts in the ethnic Tai groups. However, certain concepts are decreasingly observed, due
to social and academic factors, modern technology, and new discoveries that have a
tremendous impact on the ethnic Tai’s way of life, especially those residing in an urban
society. At this juncture, the concept of nagas as a cultural cost in creating items has exerted
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an impact on strengthening the economy of the ethnic Tai community while concurrently

maintaining the naga concepts.
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