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Maintenance and Converting of Life of Lua People Pakhum Village, Boklua District,
Nan Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to launch a social, economic, and political
study on the subsistence and the lifestyle transition of Lua people of Pakam Village
through the qualitative research technique. Research instruments include Nondirective
Structured Interview, interview and participatory observation. The research results
reveal that, with nature-dependent lifestyle, Pakam Lua people have ethnic identities
so remarkable in Nan province due to its cultural transmission from generation to
generation. In the present, these people maintain their traditional way of life;
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however, some aspects of it have begun to change. The maintained aspects include
housing design, animistic belief, and some important traditions such as wedding
ceremony, metonymically lineal and cultivating traditions. The changed ones
encompass the use of Central Thai dialect as local communicative language, modern
costume, diets, and everyday implements. The key factors maintaining their
traditional lifestyle include the isolated location of their community and their self-
sufficient way of life. Those factors causing changes in the lifestyle are their
increasing contact with external world and the government policy of ethnic welfare
improvement.
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