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Shop-house : another way to reduce the poor’s housing debt.
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Abstract

From interviews with a considerable number of urban squatters in government
housing projects, many of them have reflected that the new permanent houses would
meet their great desire. However, they are also concerned about the large amount of
money which they have to borrow for investing in the brand-new dwellings. With
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limited income, the debt obligation causes the poor to hesitate to join in such housing
programmes, even though these projects give rise to the security of tenure and
provide them a low interest loans.

One strategy that squatters select is to increase their income in their routine
life by converting some part of their house to start a small business for generating
money. Among the limitation on accessing to the mainstream jobs, shop-houses allow
every member (mothers, children and even the older people) to be a part of family
financial support. Moreover, it can reduce some expenditures due to the cost of
transportations and specific equipments are very little. Although this home-based
enterprise leads to some negative effect for the family (loss of privacy, unintended
pollution releases), it is always the poor’s alternative for increasing income.

This article intends to present that the diversity of home-based businesses,
which are created by squatters themselves, should be considered in the housing design
process. It might be a possible way to reduce the debt. This might be another way to
reduce the housing debt. Perhaps the most appropriate way to succeed in a housing
programme for the poor is learning from squatters’ real life experiences.
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