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Factors Affacting Citizen’s Decision to Participation in Tambol Administration
Organizations in Warinchamrab District, Ubonratchathani Province.
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ABSTRACT

This research employs both quantitative and qualitative methods, aiming to
investigate factors which have impacts on people’s decision making to participate in
activities supporting the subdistrict administrative organization (SAQ) in Warinchamrab
district, Ubon Ratchathani province. The sample of the study consists of 861 people from
local people, local officials and political officials. Interviews are also conducted from
45 people desides these groups.

The findings reveals that individual, community and organization (SAO)
factors have significant impacts on people’s decisions to participate in activities
supporting the subdistrict administrative organization. The higher level of participation is
found in one activity, the higher level is in others. The participation is lowered by access
to information. The participation in policy decision making and in the inspection of the
SAO administration is low. There are three sets of factors encouraging people’s decisions
to participate: individual, community and organization. Individual factors are: perception
of his/her duties, volunteer, knowledge, fearless of speaking, idea advocation,
community’s recognition, skills and experiences, and self’s and community’s benefits.
Community factors are: the supports and opportunities provided by the community,
community solidarity and helping each other, various community groups for supporting.
Organization factors are: SAQO’s rule of law, motivation of people to join SAQO’s
activities, concerning with the people’s problems, public hearing and being active in
problem solving. It is also found that the rational decision making model is best applied,
followed by the Mixed Scanning Model, the Group Model, the Elite Model, the Institute
Model, the Incremental Model and the Garbage Model, respectively. The reasons people
decide not to participate are also found in the three factor categories: individual factors
such as education level, knowledge, skill and experience, thinking or stigmatization,
perception of insignification about his/herself, time constraints. The community factors
are the lacking of community’s solidarity and conflict. The organization factors are
transparency and good governance of the SAO. The factor analysis shows that factors are
formed within the following categories: social reputation, service mindedness,
administration and management of SAO and male gender.
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