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Abstract

The purpose of this survey research wasl. to investigate reasons for
marriage of early adult working women in Bangkok who have sexual orientation to
men with bachelor’s degree or above, and 2. to compare the results of 3 subject
groups: women attracted to men, women attracted to both men and women with
bachelor’s degree or above, and women attracted to men with none-bachelor’s degree.
Variable studied was reasons for marriage. Participants were 153 Thai first time-
married women, aged between 25 — 40 years old, resided in Bangkok, legally licensed
to Thai spouse no longer than 5 years, and were being employed when decided to
enter marriage. They were separated into 3 groups : women attracted to men with
bachelor’s degree or above (n=120), women attracted to men with none-bachelor’s
degree (n = 21), and women attracted to both men and women with bachelor’s degree
or above (n=12). Quota Sampling technique was applied. The instrument was a set of
questionnaires designed to examine reasons for marriage. Descriptive statistics were
used for data of reasons in items, and Dependent t-test was used for data of reasons in
categories.
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Findings were following:

1. Among all 70 items of questionnaires, first 3 items with the highest mean
scores founded in women attracted to men with bachelor’s degree or above were:
“l want to marry properly as people traditionally do.” (Social), “I would like my
child to be born of a legally married couple.” (Social), and ““I need someone to take
care of me when I’m aged.” (Individual).

While considering reasons for marriage in the whole picture, in categories,
this subject group significantly emphasized on individual factors. (p=.001)

2. In comparing the above results with other 2 subject groups :

In items, the 3 highest mean scores were similar in all 3 groups; “I want to
marry properly as people traditionally do.” (Social), ““I would like my child to be
born of a legally married couple.”” (Social), ““I need someone to take care of me when
I’m aged.” (Individual)

In categories, individual factors were significantly emphasized than social
factors in 2 research groups: women attracted to men only (p=.001) and women
attracted to both men and women with bachelor’s degree or above. (p=.05). Such
difference was not found in women attracted to men only with none-bachelor’s
degree.
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