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Relationship Problems between Mother-in-law and Daughter-in-law
in Thai Society as Perceived by Daughter-in-Law
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the mother-in-law-daughter-in-
law relationship problems in Thai society in general. Fifty Thai married women who
stay with their mother-in-law and another fifty Thai married women who do not stay
with their mother-in-law age between 25-35 years old and situated in Bangkok were
surveyed in order to acknowledge of their opinions toward the perception, cause,
impact and the prevention of mother-in-law and daughter-in-law’s conflict.

The research findings revealed that both groups of daughter-in-law who stay with
their mother-in-law and who did not stay with their mother-in-law have quite similar
opinions toward this relationship problem as follow:

1.Both groups of daughter-in-law have the same 3 highest opinion scores
toward the perception of this problem that 1) the husband does not want his wife to
have problems with his mother, 2) this problem is universal and 3) this problem exists
in every families in Thai society.

2.Both groups of daughter-in-law have the same 3 highest opinion scores
that the causes of this problem are 1) mother-in-law and daughter-in-law staying in
the same house, 2) the different way of living lives between them and 3) the
interference of mother-in-law to her son’s family.

3. Both groups of daughter-in-law have their 3 highest opinion scores that
this problem might impact 1) the stress of daughter-in-law, 2) the stress of the
husband 3) role confusion of the husband when he has to participate with his mother
and his wife in the same time and this relationship problem is also establish the
difficulty in daughter-in-law’s marriage.

4.Both groups of daughter-in-law have their 3 highest opinion scores
toward ways to prevent from having problems between mother-in-law and daughter-
in-law 1) mother-in-law and daughter-in-law should accept the nature of one another,
2) both parties should talk about how do they feel when they have problems with each
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other and 3) daughter-in-law and her husband should have their own residence after
marriage.

5.The group of daughter-in-law who stay with their mother-in-law believe
that the person who has the most stress from this relationship problem is the daughter-
in-law which is differ significantly from their opinion toward the stress of both
mother-in-law and the stress of the husband (p <.05). But the group of daughter-in-
law who do not stay with their mother-in-law believe that the person who has the most
stress from this relationship problem is the husband which is differ significantly from
their opinion toward the stress of both mother-in-law and daughter-in-law (p <.05).
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