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Application of Typography and Symbols in Visual Communication Design for People

with the Visual Disabilities; Low Vision Case
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Abstract

The objectives of this paper are to investigate the factors influencing
effectiveness the vision of typography and symbols used in visual communication art
design work for visually impaired people and to study the use of typography and symbols
which are effective in communicating with this people.

The sample of this research consists of thirty students who had visual disabilities
with low vision case (level 1) from The Foundation of the Blind, Thailand under the Royal
Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen and from Bangkok School for the Blind. All of them
were randomly selected. The tools used in this research were tests, a questionnaire, and
color picture cards created by the researcher.

The research instruments were 1) the questionnaires to elicit the opinions of the
experts at visual art design work in typography and symbols; 2) the test on the use of
typography and symbols to accommodate the needs of visually impaired people; low
vision case; 3) the evaluation form of research instruments and 4) the evaluation form of
the manual and samples design.

The data from the first two instruments were analyzed using percentage, and the
last two by mean and standard deviation.

The research findings are as follows:

1) Shape, size, distance, color intensity, and color of typography and symbols
were the key factors influencing the vision of visual clarity for typography and symbols in
the design for the visually impaired people.

2) The use of typography and symbols in visual communication design affected
the efficiency of communication with the visually impaired person.

3) The effectiveness of manual and samples design had a mean value of 4.67

and standard deviation of 0.21, which are considered to be most appropriate.
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