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An analysis of the aesthetic of the Sukhothai Buddha image with

the principle of visual art.
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Abstract
This research is to analyze the visual properties of Sukhothai Bhuddha images

to present the aesthetic qualities that related to the meanings of religious ideals which
are important integral to the valuable aesthetic perceptions.

Although the aesthetic qualities are abstract that cannot be identified for
individual’s quantity of perception but the reactions of human’s visual perception are
result from psychological meaning to get similar feeling. Therefore, if an analysis of the
visual fine art elements can give some meanings consistent to the ideal meanings, the
result from this analysis could be a valuable tool to investigate the aesthetic value of
Sukhothai Bhuddha images logically.

The analysis was divided into three steps. The first one, preliminary study was
an overview description of the beauty of the Sukhothai Buddha image studied from
Professor Silp Bhirasri’s viewpoint. The second step was to compare the descriptive
qualities with the visual aesthetic elements and then analyze the meaning of religious
ideals of Sukhothai Buddha image using the principle of visual arts. The third step was to
interpret the description of visual aesthetic features integrated with the meaning of
religious ideals in Sukhothai Buddha images. The result revealed that the visual aesthetic
features and the meaning of the religious ideal in Sukhothai Buddha images were in
relation in several reasons. This indicated that integrated study from these two
attributes, the visual aesthetic features and the meaning of the religious ideal of
aesthetic, can lead to have more appreciation in the meaning of the value and the

beauty of Sukhothai Buddha images.

Keywords: Sukhothai Buddha Image, Visual Element Properties
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