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Abstract

Animals are presented in many visual artworks, but no one has studied on this

topic. The purposes of this thesis are study creative motivation and classify styles and
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contents of animal images in Thai visual artworks from 1934 - 2007, as well as to build up
basic understanding for cognitive processes and artists’ behavioral reactions. This thesis
will also be useful for further studies on art theory. Amount of 30 artists were selected
from their qualification in their expertise in art field. In order to implement the thesis,
researcher chose the qualitative approach by gathering information from documents,
pictures, and individual interviews, and synthesizing that valuable information. After that,
the results from the analysis were demonstrated in the descriptive explanation by
presenting artworks with their varieties. The conclusion illustrate as follows:

1. Intrinsic motivation is the main force coming from behaviors to create animal
pictures in visual arts, by urging from Extrinsic Motivation to increase degree of
reinforcement.

2. Animals in visual arts were presented in four styles; i) the style of fantasy and
symbol, ii) the style of formal order, iii) the style of objective accuracy, and iv) the style of
emotion. These four styles have different ratio in artwork presentations based on artists’
inspiration and interesting. The result also showed that the style of fantasy and symbol in
artworks reached the highest degree of artists’ interesting, while the style of emotion was
the lowest one.

3. Artists presented both personal function and social function of animals in
visual arts in similar proportion which connected to personal lifestyle and Thai culture.
Moreover, every artist tended to present animal pictures in symbolical way, representing

the artist himself, other interesting things, or other attracting persons in society.
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