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Spirit Terms and Beliefs in Northern Thai Dialect
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Abstract

This research is to study the language to understand the system of thought,
concept and culture of the Northern Thai dialect associated with spirit terms. The purpose
of the two main categorization in spirit terms componential analysis. And analysis of beliefs

about spirits that appear in spirit terms in Northern Thai dialect. The data were collected
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by interviewing residents in the Muban Pa Sao Luang, Tambon San Pu Loei, Amphoe Doi
Saket, Chiang Mai, Morethan 15 people who were selected purposively.

The result of analysis shows that there are 43 spirit terms. Based on a categorization in
spirit terms componential analysis. It is found that spirit terms in Northern Thai dialect,

eight dimensions of contrast, Which distinguish one of the terms from other. There are:

» o« » o« » o« » o«

“performance” “apparition” “gender” “expression” “habitat” “sources of mortality” “what

people do to” and “food”.

For the analysis of beliefs about spirits that appear in the spirit terms in the
Northern Thai dialect found. Beliefs about spirits is related to people very closely. Since
the family level until the level of social structure. Is responsible for social control. Social
will be held on smoothly and happiness. Although Thai society in Northern Buddhism is a
religion. But | also believe in spirits, The conventional belief is thus the combination of
Buddhism and believed in spirits together. Buddhism has become a village. In addition, the
story has cause to believe that rituals associated with the local spirits. The ritual reflects

the expression of respect and consideration that make people successful in life.
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