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This thesis has two objectives: (1) to study the process of meaning and value
creations of Jatuakarmramathep in the contexts of commercial society of Nakhon
Si Thammarat; and (2) to study factors and conditions of changes of Jatuakarmramathep’s
meanings and values. Ethnographic methods are used in this study. The data are collected
by three main methods, that is, in-depth interview, participatory observation, and
documentary study. The research was conducted from December, 2006 to May, 2010.
There main concepts are used in this study: concept of meanings; concept of production,
commoditization, and symbolic consumptions; and concept of marketing and advertising
for meaning and value creation.

The followings are research findings. (1) The signifier and signified of
Jatuakarmramathep had been existed in the area of contemporary Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province a long time ago. But Jatuakarmramathep as amulets had been produced since
1987. (2) In the beginning, Jatuakarmramathep’s amulets were produced as gifts. However,
during 2005 to 2009 Jatuakarmramathep’s amulets were transformed to be commodities
or symbolic commodities. In other words, Jatuakarmramathep’s amulets were changed
from sacred things to be symbolic commodities, or from merely gifts to the sacred
commodities with pricing 3.8 million baths per one amulet. (3) Meanings and values of
Jatuakarmramathep’s amulets were created and highly added in every process of
Jatuakarmramathep amulet production, that is, in pre-production, production, and post-
production process. (4) Values and meanings of Jatuakarmramathep amulet were
constructed and added by means of marketing and advertising. (5) Meanings and values
of Jatuakarmramathep amulets were created and highly added during the process of
Nakhon Si Thammarat’s economic and society turned to be more commercializing,

especially since 1997.
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