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Abstract

Objective of this paper is to study informal intergenerational support between
elderly and their children in Thailand and to uncover what kinds of support Thai elderly
provide to and also receive from their children along with relationship among each kind of
support. Data were drawn from 2011 Survey of Older Persons in Thailand, which was
conducted by Thailand National Statistical Office. Samples in the survey were individuals
elderly aged 60 and over who had at least one non-coresident children, had been married and
provided valid information relevant to the analysis. Altruism and Non-altruism concepts
adopted analyze the motivation behind relationships between receiving and providing support
between Thai elderly and children. Due to the nature of dependent variables, multiple logistic
regression is used to yield the odds of predicted outcomes.

The results showed that more than half of respondents were female with average
age of 70 years. Less than 50% were still working and earned around 10,000-29,999 Baht
yearly. Only 7% received pensions. Mostly respondents completed primary school or higher,
lived in rural area and had on average 4 children. The majority was still living with children.
About 30% experienced at one functional limitation. For the relationships between receiving
and providing support, virtually 90% of elderly both received and provided supports from/to
their children. Elderly who received support from children were more likely to provide more
support to their children. Likewise, providing support to children was found to increase
likelihood of receiving support from children. When considering types of support, it appeared
that the elderly who provide time or service to their children were likely to receive money or

goods whereas those who provide financial help were likely to receive care assistance from
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children. The results from this study suggested that intergenerational exchanges between

elderly and their children in line with the exchange theory.
Keywords: receiving support, providing support, altruism, exchange, reciprocity
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