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The Study of Factors Affecting Learning Behaviors through Geographical
Perspective: A Case Study of Social Studies Students Program, Faculty of

Education, Bansomdejchaopraya Rajabhat University
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Abstract
This research aims: (1) to study the level of factors affecting the learning behaviour

of the students of the social study program, the Faculty of Education, Bansomdejchaopraya
Rajabhat University; and (2) to formulate a guideline for organizing learning activities that suit
these students the most. The research employs the mixed method; namely, the first part uses
the quantitative method involving the use of questionnaires for collecting the data from the
sample groups of 200 first to fourth year students while the second part uses the qualitative
method involving indepth interviews, as well as group discussion, with the principal informants,

ie. the social studies students, lecturers, and others concerned with educational
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administration. This research employs descriptive analytics which involves the application of
geographical, social scientific, as well as educational, concepts as key to solution.

The research reveals that the level of external factors have more effect on the
students’ learning behaviour than the level of internal ones (the former yields the combined
mean value of 3.91 while the latter 3.71). The aspect by aspect consideration of the level of
external factors reveals that family factors have the most effect on the students’ learning
behaviour (x = 4.32), followed by personal factors (x = 3.88), then learning and teaching factors
(x = 3.81), and lastly the geographical and environmental factors (x = 3.63). The aspect by
aspect consideration of the level of internal factors reveals that students’ views and
expectations on learning have the highest average (x = 3.97), followed by the students’
learning condition (x = 3.73), and lastly the students’ behavior (x = 3.42). Therefore, the
external factors determine the internal ones. In addition, the research demonstrates that the
family factors have a continuous relations to the students’ views and and expectations on the
learning and other aspects enumerated above, resulting in the students’ different learning
behaviors. The family factors affect the students’ learning behaviors the most due since the
external factors comprise many components, namely, perceptive family, freedom to choose
what to learn according to their interests, and their financial supports such as tuition fees,
activity fees, and personal allowances. Therefore, the family factors are the most influential in
determining the students’ learning behaviors in one way or another.

The guideline recommended for organizing learning activities that suit the social
studies students, are: these activities have to be organized relative to specificity of the power
relation in different places and occasions; the learning space has to be free from pressures and
has relaxing atmosphere (like home: familiarity and bondage); and this learning space has to be
developed into learning society. The implementation of this shall begin with the production of
space, which comprises three aspects: (1) Representations of space, which involves producing
discourses through symbols into learming space; (2) Spatial practice, which involves the use of
the conceptual space produced by the above — mentioned representations in connection with
perceptual space, thinking space, as well as the creation of learning - friendly landscape
(space can determine learning); (3) the combination of the representations of space and the
spatial practice brings about the potential to create learning society. In addition, the students’
learning behaviour is also related to the transformation of space into place. The students’
scope of learning is more and more extended like the wheel of learning that moves forward

with the ever — increasing knowledge, experience and bondage, which will bring about the
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learning behaviour unique to the social studies students. Therefore, the direction for the
students’ learning behaviors depends upon the seamless coordination of all the factors such

as learning space, forms of learning organization, and the support from the family.
Keywords: Learning Behaviors, Geographical Perspective, Spatial Relationships
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