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Abstract
This article aims at analyzing the concept of space — place in relation to human

nature, which is brought forth from the fundamental question of why human beings fail to
understand the space where they themselves occupy, siven that they are able to understand
everything else. In an attempt to answer such a question, | turn to examine / try to make out,
the bases of the human thinking methods, behaviors, and expressions, through the humanistic
geographical approach to the production of space as theorized by Henri Lefebvre, which
postulates that there are three spatial relations: (1) Physical space; (2) Mental space; and (3)
Social space. The three interact in three different ways: (1) Representations of space, which
involves the use of symbolism as a mechanism to bring about what societies believe or think
about something in the ways they want; (2) Spatial practices, which are brought about by
human beings integrating socially into the lived space through perception of, or the
domination by landscape; and (3) Representational space, which is brought about by the
spatial transformation of living through symbolism. This representational space reflects the
true living and livelihood of human! beings. The understanding of human nature is therefore
determined/by the témporal context inthe forméof spatial relations, which in turm determines

human‘perceptions and social expressions.
Keywords: Space-Place, Spatial Relationship, Human Nature
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