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Northeast ancient law: Local government of SaketNakorn 1854-1871
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Abstract

The study of E-san Customary Laws between 1854-1871 aims to consider the context
of local government in ancient SaketNakorn. This paper objective tries to interpret 1) the local
government form and 2) local government method under these laws. Documentary research is
mainly used in this paper. The author argues that the ancient E-san government deeply related
to Buddhism and these laws regulated that all people had to respect for Buddhism for being
easy to govern. Even though these ancient laws contained only few chapters and were not
orderly grouped, but they reflected simple ways of life and less complicated of the old time
Thai society. The contents of law contained only the essential agenda such as nourished of
Buddhism, the worshiping upon elite class, adultery, animals destroy the crops, brawl, stealing,
and debt. All these agenda were based on the five precepts. In ancient E-sarn, the practice of
“Heed Sip-Song Klong Sip-See” was also employed for social control along with the law. E-san
people also based their social collective practice under the principle of “Heed Sip-Song Klong
Sip-See.” Heed Sip-Song refers to mores where the people participated in merit making
collectively in each month for a whole year. Klong Sip-See refers to fourteen guidelines for the
govern party and citizen to hold as a model and approaches for local administration practices

in the society during that period of time.

Keywords: Ancient E-san Laws, Local Government, Local Government Form and Method,
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