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King Rama V’s Intention: murals of wat Ratchapradit Sathitmahasimaram
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This article is a part of the thesis “Development in Concept of depiction of King Rama V’s mural paintings
and his royal intention,” submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Degree of Master of Arts Program in
Art History, Thesis Advisor: Sakchai Saisingha.
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Abstract
The mural paintings in the main assembly hall of Wat Ratchapradit

Sathitmahasimaram were painted in the late 19th century AD. They depict the scene of King
Mongkut observing a solar eclipse and the royal ceremonies over 12 months. One distinctive
notability of the paintings is King Rama V’s idea of glorifying King Mongkut, through these
paintings’ contents. This concept is amplified by the historical backeground of the temple itself:
Wat Ratchapradit was King Rama IV’s favorite monastery, thus was patronized by King Rama V
as a memorial to him. Besides, these murals are also the significant evidence of the great

change and development of Thai mural painting during the reign of King Rama V.
Keywords: mural, King Rama V, wat Ratchapradit
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