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When a Small Country like Haiti had the Courage to Try to Find the Global
Truth with regard to the USA: Creating Reconciliation in Haiti
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Abstract
Haiti has had a long violent history. Recently, Haiti has been within the sphere of

influence of the USA and has been called a shadow state. This paper focused on its
contemporary history and the truth finding process and reconciliation after the 1991 coup
which overthrew the Jean-Bertrand Aristide government which had been backed by the USA.
After this coup, the military regime killed more than 5,000 Aristide supporters during
1991-1994. Haiti’s Truth and Justice Commission was set up in 1995 to find the truth about
gross human rights violations during 1991-1994 and to bring about reconciliation. This paper
also showed that Haiti’s Truth and Justice Commission had a difficult job which differed from
other truth and reconciliation commissions on at least 2 issues. The first was that other truth
and reconciliation commissions just concentrated on the perpetrators of the violence but
Haiti’s Truth and Justice Commission also concentrated on those who instigated the violence.
The second was while other truth and reconciliation commissions only looked for the truth
about gross human rights violations in their own countries, Haiti’s Truth and Justice
Commission looked at both their domestic and also the global truth. Finally, this paper
presented the failure of reconciliation in Haiti which led to another coup which overthrew the

Aristide government again in 2004.
Keywords: Truth finding, courage, reconciliation, Haiti
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