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This article is a needs assessment research for developing undergraduate student’s Thai Composition
writing ability.
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to evaluate the undergraduate Thai majors’ needs
for an enhancement of their ability in writing Thai compositions.

The population of this study were 2,623 undergraduate Thai majors enrolled in the
major courses in the second semester of 2014 academic year, at the Faculty of Education,
Ramkhamhaeng University. The samples were 400 students having the ID Codes beginning
with 54 through 56, drawn from the fore-mentioned population. The research tools were a
Thai Composition Writing Test and a set of writing skills scoring criteria. Analyses of the data
were conducted using the Modified Priority Needs Index, and a content analysis.

The research findings were as follows:

1. The findings of the study indicated that the subject group had a moderate level of
writing ability. When each type of writing was considered, it was found that students had a
moderate ability in Descriptive Writing, Narrative Writing, Summary Writing, and Evaluative
Writing.

2. The subjects’ needs score was 0.58 when the expectation level was 120, but
when the expectation level was lowered to 96, the needs score dropped to 0.27.

3. The needs for development were in the following descending order: Evaluative
Writing (0.54) (0.23); Summary Writing (0.52) (0.21), Descriptive Writing (0.47) (0.18); and Narrative
Writing (0.37) (0.10).
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4. When each component of writing was considered, the level of needs were in the
following descending order: Language Use (0.91) (0.45); Organization of Content (0.60) (0.28);
and the Content Itself (0.60) (0.28).

5. The analysis of writing errors revealed that errors were related to the following

four elements: Word Use, Sentence, Content, and Mechanics.
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