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The impacts of migrant workers in agricultural sector: a case study of

Cambodian workers in longan orchard area in Lamphun province
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Abstract

Migrant workers have played an important role in economic development in several
sectors of Thailand, including agricultural sector. Lamphun is one of the Northern provinces
that has a large agricultural area, particularly longan orchards which also need migrant workers.
However, what interesting is that the highest number of registered migrant workers in Lamphun
was migrant workers from Cambodia. This research, therefore, aimed to study the impacts of
migrant workers who migrated to work in longan orchard in Lamphun province. This research is
a qualitative research by collecting data from in-depth interviews, using structured and semi-
structured interview guidelines, non-participant observation, and focused group interviews with
36 community leaders, including district headman, sub-district headmen, village headmen, and
village headmen assistants, and related institutions, including Lamphun Provincial Employment
Office, Provincial and District Agricultural Extension Offices, and Sub-District Office, and also
people in the community, including longan orchard owners. The study area is a district in
Lamphun province that has the same amount of areas that grows longan and longan
production by choosing 2 sub-districts in this district that the main occupation of the
population is agriculture (working in longan orchard), have the highest out-seasoned longan
production in the province as well as the high number of Cambodian migrant workers working
in longan orchard.

It was found that the migration of Cambodian migrant workers who came to work
and live in longan orchard has clearly affected the community in several ways. Although it
showed the positive economic impacts for a certain group of people like longan merchants,
longan orchard owners, rental house owners and small shops but the problems on community
security cannot be overlooked. These include crime and controversy, and conflicts within the

community as well as the impacts on social and environment. Every sectors involved should
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concern about the problem and solve such problems urgently to reduce the ongoing and the
future impacts. One of the problems that urgently needed to do is to systematic manage the
Cambodian workers in longan orchards in Lamphun province, has the legal registration system,
and collect information of each worker who come to work in the area by the corporation of
institutions in the area, longan merchants, and people in the community so that they can

cope and live with migrant workers in an appropriate ways which benefit all sectors involved.
Keywords: Migrant workers, Cambodian workers, Impacts of migrant workers
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