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Abstract
The purposes of this research was to study the existence of social capital in terms of

human resources, natural resources, social institute, culture and tradition, group/networks and
local wisdom in agricultural ecosystem. The research used qualitative research methods through
interview, focus group discussion, sub-district civil society forum to collect information from 14 sub-
district chiefs and community leaders, 14 local wisdom people from community soil development, 9
local wisdom people from community rice development (Khao Jum), 8 representatives from religion
institution, 9 representatives from educational institution, 3 representatives from political institution
and 10 representative family and in total of 67 people. A semi- structured interview to collect in-
depth information then analyzed through systematic content analysis along with a descriptive
presentation by maps, charts and images.

According to the research results presented that Pho si community had 6 aspects of
social capital which were human resources, natural resources, social institution, culture and
tradition, group/networks and local wisdom aspects. Those aspects had dependable
relationship which could describe that human had used public funeral wood for funeral

ceremony from the past until present but they have been still believing and terrifying in ghost
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or spirit which they had believed that existed in the wood. As the results human had fearful to
invade or destroy those public wood including they have arranged ceremony to respect those
spiritual. That believing was acted as a norm for community to follow and carry out. However,
community public wood and human had dependable relationship in term of supplying of
resources for 4 human elements and moreover all community people had willingness to act
under the rule of deforestation prohibit from community leader according to the Isan culture,
the respect of community leader and being a useful for society were play as an important
issue. Human also had dependable relationship to the earth through agriculture including used
local wisdom to improve soil to be abundant for production. As for water resources, they use
the process of youth and children group, community eroup and the networking through
culture and religions to raise practical and realistic on awareness of water protection.

Social capital that had well-built existed and sustainable was required human to be
as a significant mechanism of creator and maintenance including driven the relationship in
term of integration which appropriate to community context and also not create any
community culture conflicts as the model of Pho si community which had formal and non-
formal community leader and social institution to protect and conserve of social capital to be
exiting through applying of a traditional and cultural including local wisdom tools for
developing Agricultural ecosystem because it will lead human-being to be happy and reliance

in term of its-self, family and community.
Keywords: Social capital Lower moon river basin Agricultural ecosystem
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