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Abstract
This study examined media production of Sgaw Karen people in the context of Thai

society, focusing on the development and objectives of the media production. Data collection
included documentary research and in-depth interview. To some degree, this study has
contributed to a clearer understanding of communication situations and media landscape in
Thailand nowadays, which have been transforming due in part to the emergence of alternative
media, especially those produced by subordinate groups like ethnic minorities.

It was found that the production of Sgaw Karen media in Thailand started in the mid-
1980s while the notion of citizens’ rights had been introduced and circulated in Thai society.
Since Sgaw Karen media producers considered that the making of their own media could be
beneficial to their communities, they devoted themselves to the creative processes despite a
number of restrictions. The production of Karen media was underpinned by three main
objectives including counteracting bias against ethnic minorities; communicating for the
benefits of their audience; and expressing their culture in order to maintain their ethnic
identity. This study pointed out the importance of alternative media like Sgaw Karen media for
broader Thai society in that alternative media would help reinforce democracy and
multiculturalism, which would in turn bring about mutual understanding among people from

different cultural backgrounds.
Keywords: media production, alternative media, ethnic media, Pgak’nyau, Sgaw Karen
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