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Playground for autistic children
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Abstract

This research aims to study the design guidelines for playgrounds for autistic children,
three methods were used.

1. Investigation was undertaken into previous research of Autistic children’s
playground needs.

2. Behavioral observation studies were undertaken of autistic children in a
playground environment in the following three places is Special education district 5 in
Suphanburi, Suphanburipanyanukoon school in Suphanburi and National institute for child and
family development Mahidol University.

3. Expert interviews were undertaken by the writer with professionals in the
following fields: pediatrics, child psychiatrist nurses, occupational therapists, teachers and
parents of autistic children.

The methodology used in this study was spatial analysis.

The results of this research showed that playgrounds for autistic children should be
easily accessible visually appealing and set out to encourage socializing between autistic
children or autistic children and their parents. The size of the playing field should be adequate
for the number of autistic children. Playground equipment which is colorful is a focal point
and the playground equipment which has safety considerations and freeform built into the

design should become the guideline of future playgrounds for the autistic children of Thailand.
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