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The Traveling of Physically Disabled in Thailand
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Abstract

This research was a qualitative research. It applies the methodology of life history
and narrative to study the story of traveling of physically disabled in Thailand. 15 Key
informants were the physically-disabled, the caretakers and the related officials from private
and government sectors. The purpose was to study the stories and life history about traveling
of the physically-disabled. It is found that the physically-disabled only had physical limitations;
their physical limitations caused the problems and obstacles in the traveling. There were many
things to obstruct the ways for traveling. It is found hat mostly the problems were caused not
from the disability of the disabled, but the edge who lack the ability, could not help
themselves, and always rely on others so they should stay at home and should not travel. In
the positive attitudes, the disabled could get the good impression from the people in the
society during their trip as well. In terms of the need for appropriate traveling facilities for the

disabled, it is found that the facilities they could access and utilize were the slope for
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wheelchairs, the roads and paths wide and big enough for the wheelchair, the special route for
the physically-disabled and other facilities e.g. toilets and specific parking for the disabled. If
the society sincerely realized and gave importance to the disabled, they would not have
problems and obstacles in traveling and could have access to the traveling services and

sightseeing places in equal level as everybody in the society.
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