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Leathercraft In Thai Contemporary Art
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Abstract
The distinctiveness and inventiveness of Thai traditional art has signified Thailand’s

prosperity in art and culture since ancient times. Such qualities of invaluable national heritage
reflected artisan’s craft skill and artist’s aesthetic idea with a unique blend of local beliefs and
folkways. This has been evolved over time and become a tradition passed down within a
group or community.

Shadow play used to be a form of Thailand’s popular entertainment in a remote
time. However, the popularity of shadow theatre was replaced by the coming of advanced
technology from the western world in terms of moving pictures. Undoubtedly, modern movies
and TV shows served the audience’s needs much better than the old moving articulated
figures made from cowhides did. In the 1980s a variety of materials including readymades,
found objects, and mixed media were considerably used in Thai contemporary art. Artists in
Thailand widely embraced concepts and styles from western art, whereas a call for revival of
Thai traditional art was highly commended. Some Thai artists turned to the origins of Thai art,
adopted local belief and wisdom in folk art, and presented such in the more updated context.

According to this study, a group of Thai artists who worked in leather crafting shared
similar source of inspiration, that was, leather art within their birthplaces. Krissanawong
Sivapramsakul and Suwimon Jaroensuk recreated leather art forms inspired from Nang Yai, the
most revered and elaborate Thai shadow play. Asawinee (Nirand) Wanjing‘s style was leather
work executed from a perspective of a girl from Nakhon Pathom. Apichai Piromrak made
leather art from his impression on Nang Talung, a popular shadow play in the south of
Thailand. Chusak Srikwan,Sittipong Pansomsong, and Phairot Thongwan demonstrated their art
pieces with concepts deriving from Buddhist faith with a mix of imaginations.

Key words: Leathercraft, Leather Crafting, Thai Contemporary Art, Shadow Play, Hide,
Animal Skin, Artisan Craft
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