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Original Article

Predictive Factors of Preventive Behaviors against Emerging and Re-emerging

Infectious Diseases among High School Students in Hat Yai, Songkhla Province

Wongsaphat Apiwatkittana®”

Abstract

Over the past two decades, many unknown diseases have spread rapidly and have become fatal. At
the same time, the same disease that was once known and thought to be lost has resurrected to spread
again with more violence. As a result, the spread of germs occurs easily and could impact health, economy,
and society. The objective of this project is to study the factors that influence the behavior of preventing
emerging and re-emerging diseases. This survey research studies grade 10-12 students in Hat Yai, Songkhla
province, Thailand. An online survey which an index of item-objective congruence equal to 0.88 was used to
collect data. Descriptive statistics were used to analyze data. The result showed that the participants had
knowledge about emerging and re-emerging diseases at a high level (82.50%). Regarding attitude toward the
prevention of emerging and re-emerging diseases at a high level (84.00%) and the practices about the
prevention of emerging and re-emerging diseases at a high level (60.50%). Predictive factors for emerging and
re-emerging disease preventive behavior were study program, household income, and attitude toward
prevention which could predict 25.30%, 21.60% and 25.80% respectively. When classified by item, it was
found that most of the participants had knowledge of emerging infectious diseases. However, the participants
showed a lack of knowledge about re-emerging diseases. The findings from this study can be further used to

provide knowledge and promote the prevention of emerging and re-emerging diseases.

Keyword: emerging infectious diseases, re-emerging infectious diseases, knowledge, attitudes, preventive

behavior
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(1.00) (15.75) (25.00) (40.25) (18.00)

14. gandsniedulszd afsaglsitiosndn 30 und 0 55 130 150 65
(0.00) (13.75)  (32.50) (37.50) (16.25)

15. fuusemuemsfiTiuseloriilelunsiasuainagd 0 1 15 284 100

Aumulymensianie

(0.00) (0.25) (3.75) (71.00) (25.00)

1NNITILATITRAUNITONN D LT ILAY
(Multiregression Analysis) WU31 YiAUARADNS
HostulsafndogiflvaiuasgiRdndumviiuneis
figauazdifodfyn1eada anunsaviunewgdngsy
HostulsnfnitogiilvainazauadldSosas 25.80
(B=0.258, p<0.01) dusudsiiviuneldmidugsud

v
wa o

M13719% 8 ngAnssudesiulsafnegUalvduargUne)

2 warildodAgyneada Ao wuun1TISeU iuela
§pvay 2530 (B=0.253, p<0.01) wardulsfivhune
Igadudduil 3 wazlidodfynisadd fe 5ol
AseuASIneLRouvulasouay 21.60 ($=0.216,
p<0.01)

Variable B Std. Error Beta t P-Value
LA .069 551 .006 125 .901
seut .086 445 .009 194 .846
WNUATITEY 750 153 253 4.897 .000
D1TNEUNATON -061 177 -016 -.346 730
1elensaunsa 1.413 315 216 4.486 .000
ﬂ’ﬂi@ 411 214 .096 1.924 .055
NAUAR 122 133 .258 5.449 .000
a. Dependent Variable: Behavior
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