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Original Article

The management of Coronavirus disease 2019 pandemic

at Thailand - Myanmar Border area, Chiang Rai Province

Narong Luecha® Narongrit Ngenthong?

Abstract

This research aims to study and development the management system for handling the
spread of COVID-19 in the border region of Thailand and Myanmar, specifically in Chiang Rai
Province. The study focuses on the management and improvement of the cross-border disease
control system in this region. The research sample includes community workers, border
checkpoint personnel (13 individuals), personnel from agencies involved in managing the district's
disease control center (15 individuals), and volunteer workers (68 individuals). Data was collected
from various sources such as reports, operational manuals, regulations, and in-depth interviews.
The research findings revealed that the cross-border entry points are managed with a
comprehensive surveillance and control system to prevent the transmission of infectious diseases.
Both countries collaborate closely, covering key units at the border entry points, under the
supervision of the district-level disease control center led by the district chief officer, in
accordance with the directives of the provincial-level infectious disease committee in Chiang Rai.
Additionally, a parallel development system has been implemented for screening travelers,
enhancing cooperation among various agencies, and streamlining the screening and referral
process systematically to prevent the spread of diseases into the country. Moreover, security
agencies play a significant role in ensuring the safety of the border area and maintain continuous
information exchange. In summary, the research highlights the effective management of COVID-19
in the Thailand-Myanmar border region, emphasizing the coordination efforts of local committees,
border checkpoint management, and cross-border cooperation to address challenges related to
Thai nationals stranded abroad and their safe return, including systematic screening and referral

procedures for disease control.

Keywords: Management, Coronavirus disease 2019, Thai-Myanmar border area
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