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erioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography
(TEE) is used in the diagnosis of cardiac diseases.
It was first introduced to diagnose cardiac
valvular myocardium and pericardial diseases. But it
has multiple applications beyond diagnosis. Cardiologists are increasingly working closely with experienced echocardiographers in complex patient cases,
and many cardiologists handle all their cases with
the use of TEE. TEE is used during the operation
and post-operatively in the ICU for monitoring the
patient. It may be needed in cases of perioperative
cardiac aortic surgery and during the postoperative
SHULRG 7KH JUHDW EHQHÀW RI 7(( LV WKDW LW FDQ
immediately detect any critical problem as it occurs.
TEE can be applied to non-cardiac interventions
also, such as liver transplantation and neurosurgical
operations to detect the risk or presence of venous
air embolisms. This enhances patient safety and
successful treatment outcomes. TEE is undeniably
an indispensable tool in the perioperative care of
cardiac surgical patients. Recently, the use of TEE
has been introduced to strengthen the anaesthesiology
practice and teaching programmes. This guide covers
the following major areas of interest:

 %DVLF SULQFLSOHV RI QRUPDO FDUGLDF DQDWRP\
and physiology
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cardiograms

The guide encourages the reader to look beyond the use of TEE as a diagnostic tool, and to view the cardiac patient
more holistically, with a more thorough understanding of the patient’s history and the planned clinical outcomes of the
surgery. Thus the guide offers several chapters with contributions from cardiologists. It builds on existing texts to bring
XV WKH ODWHVW ÀQGLQJV RQ WKUHH GLPHQVLRQDO 7(( VSHFNOH WUDFNLQJ DQG ÁRZ YLVXDOLVDWLRQ :H KLJKO\ UHFRPPHQG DOO
anaesthesiologists, cardiologists, cardiac surgeons and all physicians who work with cardiac, aortic and post-operative
ICU patients to read this guide. Finally, the sub-speciality of cardiac anaesthesia has assumed an important role at
WKHKHDUWRIWKHDQDHVWKHVLRORJ\SURIHVVLRQ:HHQFRXUDJHDOODQDHVWKHVLRORJLVWVWRSXUVXHWKHFHUWLÀFDWLRQWRDFKLHYH
7HVWDPXU6WDWXVDVDSUHFXUVRUWRDFTXLULQJIXOOFHUWLÀFDWLRQRIIHUHGE\VHYHUDOLQWHUQDWLRQDODVVRFLDWLRQV7KLVJXLGHLV
a resource for the current and next generation of anaesthesiologists keen to further their career.
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