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Abstract

Wooden furniture workers are at risk of noise-induced hearing loss resulting from a lack
of awareness of hearing protective device usage. The purpose of this quasi-experimental
research was thus to examine the effect of raising awareness through safety training in hearing
protective device usage among wooden furniture workers in Hang Dong and San Kamphaeng
District, Chiang Mai Province. The study was implemented during December 2014 to February
2015. The experimental group and the control group, 33 workers in each group, were similar
in terms of working process and working experiences. The research instruments consisted
of 1) a safety training plan, and 2) an interview form on the usage of hearing protective
devices which had been confirmed the quality. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics,
Chi-Square test, Fisher’s exact test and McNemar’s test.

The revealed that: After attending raising awareness through safety training, it was found
that at the 10™ week of the study, the proportion of correct usage of hearing protective
devices among the experimental group differed significantly from that of the control group
(p < .0001). Such proportion of the experimental group (81.82%) was higher than that of
the control group (3.03%) and also was statistically different from that of before the
experiment (81.82% VS 0.00%, p < .0001).

These results indicate the effectiveness of raising awareness through safety training on
desirable behavior modification. Thus, occupational and environmental health nurses and
related health teams should apply such training for behavioral change of hearing protective
device usage among worker groups who are at risk to noise exposure. This is anticipated to
obtain quality of working life among those workers.

Key words: Safety Training, Raising Awareness, Hearing Protective Device Use, Wooden

Furniture Workers.
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