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Vaccine Preventable Diseases among Hospital Personnel in Thailand

Abstract

Hospital personnel are at risk of acquiring infections from the patients during their
work. llinesses of personnel can impact both personnel themselves and their patients including
causing outbreaks in hospitals. This descriptive study was conducted during March to
May 2010 to determine illnesses and outbreaks from vaccine preventable diseases among
hospital personnel of secondary and tertiary care hospitals in Thailand. A self-administered
questionnaire was sent to an Infection Control Nurse of 120 secondary and tertiary care
hospitals. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Sixty five percent of hospitals responded.

The results of the study revealed that from 2007 to 2009, there were 4,205 hospital
personnel developed influenza, 487, 135 and 73 personnel developed chickenpox, hepatitis B
and mump, respectively. Measles, rubella, and hepatitis A occurred in 64, 27 and 23 personnel,
respectively. Sixty three outbreaks of vaccine preventable diseases occurred in 56 hospitals.
There were 26 chickenpox outbreaks in 22 hospitals, 143 hospital personnel were affected.

Twenty four Influenza outbreaks occurred in 23 hospitals with 285 infected personnel.

Nine Mump and 4 measles outbreaks occurred in 7 and 4 hospitals with 47 and 15 infected

personnel, respectively.

llnesses from vaccine preventable diseases among hospital personnel are still a problem of

hospitals. Hospitals should emphasize immunization and strengthen infection prevention practices

among hospital personnel.
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