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Abstract

Infection Control Nurses (ICNs) in community hospitals are crucial for the successful prevention
of hospital-associated infections (HAIs). This descriptive study aimed to determine practices and
barriers in practices based on ICN roles in community hospitals. The sample included 301 ICNs from
community hospitals. The data collection tool was a self-administered questionnaire which consisted
of three parts: general information, practices according to roles, and obstacles in practices. Data
were collected from November 2016 to January 2017. Two hundred and fifty-seven questionnaires
were received, with a response rate of 85.38%. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The study results showed that the community hospital ICNs practiced 87.9% of all activities
under nine possible roles which included surveillance of HAls, outbreak investigation and control,
education, counselling, management, employee health, hospital environmental control, community
coordination, and research. The activities with over 90% engagement from ICNs were: counselling
(98.1%), employee health (97.8%), management and hospital environmental control (93.1%), and
education (91.6%). The activities with more than 80% engagement from ICNs were surveillance of
HAIs (88.1%) and outbreak investigation and control (83.9%). ICNs were least active with regards to
conducting research (35.9%). Obstacles faced by ICNs in all roles was work overload (28.8-70.4%),
which prevented them from working effectively in their roles. Other obstacles were hospital
personnel who did not comply with infection prevention guidelines (66.9%) and lack of awareness
of their health (62.3%).

ICNs should be appropriately assigned jobs according to their roles in prevention of HAIs so
that they can work effectively. Support should be given to them to obtain updated knowledge
so that they feel confident in their work. Additionally, hospital personnel should continuously be

educated about infection prevention and control.

Keywords: Infection, The roles of infection control nurses, Practice, Barrier, Community hospital
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