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Abstract

Elderly individuals from ethnic minority groups inevitably face social and economic
changes that affect their mental well-being. Understanding their lived experiences is
therefore essential for developing appropriate care. This qualitative case study aimed to
understand the experiences of life perspectives, hope, and adaptation among the Akha
elderly in a community in Northern Thailand. The informants were twelve purposively
selected Akha elders (six males, six females) who participated in three focus groups. Data
were collected through semi-structured interviews and non-participant observation, and
analyzed using thematic analysis.

The findings revealed four key themes: 1) acceptance of fate and living in peace; 2)
hope tied to the future of the next generation; 3) creating self-worth through work and
family responsibilities; and 4) faith and inner strength through endurance. The findings
indicate that while the elderly face vulnerabilities, their resilience is deeply rooted in
familial roles, community responsibilities, and spiritual beliefs. Their hope is collectivist in
nature, focusing on the well-being of their descendants rather than personal goals.

These findings highlight the necessity of developing mental health care models that
are culturally sensitive, transcend Western concepts, and support and reinforce the existing
sociocultural sources of strength within the Akha community, recognizing the value of

caregiving roles and integrating spiritual beliefs into care plans.
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“@ouil 1s1niuies 1Aealn ideanyve gnluiaseliauduini” (e)
siuliinfasenadmeneniudunnalunuemiuauin 4 deos o warmavimiilupseunss
msfiumummaniiteanauidnliaumneuasilidhdaduiifeesaseuatald

4. ASNSMAzATULTRINAINBANY
LM@G]ENLWUﬁUﬂUWJ’]ﬁ,WlﬂGUEI’mVIWINﬂWEILLa“fLﬁ] Hasorgldldnalnnisusudifiddryaessenns fe
ASyIMATA I IYeAAL uazeaATILaANAUsBrInden WA mEnlunsszAuUszaesTin

4.1 ASNEMAZAIINTONIIANEU
AnuAsIReNsEI AdnAans uaznsuftRcmaunia Wuifiandladfidndy wnwde

1Y

aAsinRansazaesismionazimiauasunlieudledeandyfulymviennnuiutae fuh
nanveslsieyaunseiii
“WTMFIRUUTYIG) ogunsy ogiusue ladaeu” (M)
“Grgnvandliiniessin ws9sdIuYE” (¥7e)
4.2 AaanuuaznIsluigauuinanIrunden
msoanueanauronduthe A vty 9 vesigeeny WWuananiiRddadivilif
winansadsundneglalaglisouuiivalyaven mmﬁmauﬂamqiwmma’n
“WANTe 9 A7 uanaeseglily” (i)
“lyuthendeennu vla lulvarusiusieouus” (wy)
“ogtuiny 9 dunTen deveenlumevaivies feesauyIidemu” (v1e)
foyaaziioui feoglimivmmemauuazniseanuaandu unalovdnlunisussdutseaos
Fin lewdnyiueaumnden anuduthe uazanumn lnefnsdundauazisole
wenmileainuszinudananndredu dlideyadsazvioufsnnnudeanisnisatuayuniswinuiale
uaznedeny veselideyaszyfisanuidnuindifienida Wil uinu vioaunssiuiliogiendeds
uen9nil Smudesridlunindndssruvativayuduguamidn warAanssufidaauamnindin Sl

Jayaviasselananaly
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“Grllmuuinedagvey 9 lannslsimauuuld” )
“wregndnusnaeuritezls aun 9 U lpeindalevegauae” (ng)
“TulmuaSen q Aauesnlunedveuunitu ualdisiemuduniand” (vg)

N132AUTI9HE

nM93densdfnwdl Tddmdsraunisalifsafuanumieznisfufvesgeeissiond
Forunuineliifiudanalnnsuiusidudeudmiananluunmaetausssutasdinuaansain
oAUTld fail

1. yusasdiiafisaniululyavzan: singruvasauniaaznisuiuda

HaaongrmennilyusosioTinuazaumis mnuruFes “msseniululvavzauaznisinsedin
otfogniay” PifudamunedinfiddydadunnguresUssaunisaiiunvesigeeny maneiues
Falutagdusenseensuluaniunisal 193alufiasu uarlilddautmneiitdaiienuesdndely
suneadimauilldlfasvioudseuiunts umdunalnnsusududadnineniidudeunazaonadosiu
neuinsgeloiiddmatsusyas

U38N15U3N YUNBIAINENADAADITUNG B NI5kEENATINIITUMkaEEIAY (socioemotional
selectivity theory: SST) #iszyin ileyanasuiitnanludindsifnadaeamsluivgeony ninwiay
Wasuthmineannsuaananuivdeairaaiedemadansln 9 lugnslianuddniudmned
asrsaruiienelanaensuallutiagtiu (Carstensen, 2021) Bansfiffasorgrniontiagiatmanedau
Tuounandsendlildminedsnssenui usidunsdensdrafivaraludefiddgiiandvsumnunly
Uaqdiu

Usgnsfides Tuynuesosdningin1suius nssviuntsiannsoesuislneriunguinsus
W (goal adjustment theory) Midainileyanadendayiuitmuneilienaussgld yanaays
nalnlumsusui 2 naln #o nsUanfowmuiesoanannitimanedu (goal disengagement) uagn1s
gfusosfuimanglml (goal reengagement) (Wrosch & Scheier, 2020) Feenaazsioulsinggaeny
ymendldanuiewmuaseananidninedeingrionnudiiadiuny waglanniunuoadiiu
Wmnelmifaiseaumnenisa tufie muguuasawdisavesgnvatu dsmsusuasutmane
uifanuduiusideanduguamemidlalutogseny (Barlow et al., 2020)

wonani fanvagviounaimuIn1sgnIzduiudy (gerotranscendence) Fudunszurunsi
fasorgAen « Wasuyumesnlanmainguasivema lﬂajagmmL%qaﬁﬂ%’mmu’m,az{fﬂimamm%u lneay
fanuaulalutngrieanusnisdsauanas uaglimnuddyfunuasuneluwazanuduiusfiands

=

vAuigaldiauuInYuy (Pamuk et al., 2025) §9n159K8991891781U1LAADNAINITURBEINLAL

(3

)}

wiiriulaeinfiasuguinaludiumiaveainuinisnusssuy At

S22

og1slsfinny nsian “nsseuiululyavzan” vesdgiengrenvidndufondenlesty
UsgiRmaninisusufvasaugunou mafinwwes 3 (Wu, 2022) Fliifuingnedidléidinegiies
fenseouduy winduiinsufuiudegniidudeuiienwegsen 1Wu nsidsumaunifieanniss
aldionasitedfuasaivayulunsia®in W Musardyud lnensdendnanlilinmssey
wiwiBuasnslunisadresngulndliuinsevaiinasyuey Sesngiuidmwaliigengrsond
Tutlgtuannin “sousu” uar “Udesns” Wlutess weldiunssuiunsediususazaiiani
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=

dumsnluszaunilands Ay nsvassrsvesigeorgdalunaduiiownainnszuiunisusudag

]
[y [ a |

gnuULazdutau Walenaliminuiuunliniud A iuauesu ANSEUde LagANnIIiids

v
I3
3 LYK

peliinugumaslaeg1alinnuving (Wu, 2022) agvieuliliunisnauiuie “n1sudesnadaldningl”
waz “nsusuiudeimusssunidutou” suwiudumnguddglunisudnduld “Anunds” vosmanen
Waguiianannsysdunauediudgnraiusasyuvusgiiinnuming

2. M3AANYN “ANUNT” YBIYIDIUN: YUNBIMUUARTIIY

Heyuuesdinlilidanuonduguinans anuniwesgesisgnduldinuiundsedis
i Faderumuiildimisuasueennumguiaunies dluaes (Snyder et al., 1991) fiwaunu
1nuunvesiausssungiusn warldunisiansaliflyusesiiuiutlalanyanauniduly (Colla et
al., 2022) ngufAutisuauniedn Usenoume wasla (agency) wagnunig (pathways) Lﬁamiq
Whmnediwyana widmiulgio1gv11e19n maminduidneandy “anuniuiieddu” (other-
directed hope) agsdiniau wadlauazyumsvssnnilildgnduindeuseauduidunu uiiia
INANUIANTURAYRULAZUTITOURFAROUIANYBIGN VAT

Usingnisaiiaenadosiuunfnuemnuiinnumisiiendt “Locus-of-Hope (LOH) model” 4
g Tuiieaunsamunisluaussauafsamylasiane nsuunAniszyi undsiiinveseunty
lailéfiies “n1elu” (internal) wiemnauleasiniiu udssunain “aeusn” (external) 1y AsouAT
wardaigaia Fuduundmddasasnumeaiiddylufausssufiiduanuduiuduuuiiannendo iy
(Bernardo & Ramos, 2024) Feiimsnwilunguinegsvnieideiiatuayumiudaiin “anumiain
ATOUAY” (external-family locus-of-hope) ufudsdfafidmaneafimnelalulinuazauany
11519 (Bernardo et al., 2018) Bslundriiu dedunuissasvioufanuada “familism” wierfiou
AseuARIon fuesinsatuayulazaudeaazsiniifianisainuneuigiugnuau (descending
familism) Jadudnuusnulunatefausssuerds (Zhao & Huang, 2021)

faifu msfifasengrnendidanuniyninegiueuianvesauiunds Jvlildudenuidndaui
uitdunmagiieuvedlaseairmeimusssuiliniud dyfuaseuaiiduaudnarsduiiesunain
sngIuaNALBINgIUINTesuiudey Twdlgmnislidysadediuguluyssmalng il
anvatudeundgydedrfinlunisidrfenisAnvinagaaiansaiu AN uInmainanedu
ussHdnFudAivilviaeengussounewaniinnindmiugnuaiy kunisuanisenienisideaazuas
s W msdgaraluGeuluileadieairdlemanmanisinniatelimneniTinidunauay
anansaudaduls (Wu, 2022)

3. MAAIY “A15UTUAY” ¥9991781971: MIUTUAATSIRIUGTTY

dmsun1sUSumvegee1g¥19e191 awnsneiuielagrulinees v uiies lnsanglulinves
mnuiAniinnrlusules (self-worth) wazauaeandainaundu (congruence) dadusiladdnues
Taaad (Satir et al,, 1991)

UsEnsusn a1nuAuEes “msaieamaiiunsinulazmsimiiluaseuaia” wui
unasTnveInuATlunUe B sgsegI IRt UAN N LLIARLUUTlandeum Tunn AnATumULeS
vosmnlilaunananuauysalvesdnenimuianu (self-actualization) UAu191ANTS “yimihit” s
unumsiausssuLazaseuaiilitanysal mIfidiansaviiedn q des q vidoguanawld fe Fe
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uiuihmnndiinueuarlilfidunse Yinngnsaitasfeuianiion “aseuataiion” (familism) i
Tmnuddgyiuaseuasufugudnans wazaudvesyanaingninainauanansalunsefianuLile
d71u374 (Zhao & Huang, 2021) MsAnwiluusunvesUsemalnediduduin anuidndaualunuies
Yaagasegiianuduiusedliedrdgivunuimuazniseausuanaulunseuath (Sadjapong &
Thongtip, 2023) fstiu nalnmsusuimesigeoigrientniseaasioufnississnmaudlunuies
runsUFTRThAneean T ans s

Usynsiiaes wafndes “anuaenndainaundu” (congruence) Fsluliaaves suiies mneds
anudeaAtasiusziaTgAnaely Mafug uaznauanseennisuen (Satir et al,, 1991) azdosgn
srulmiluviunmedaussand nududer “asmsuazmuduuieinaueany” wui ns
L.LamaaﬂsuaqQqqmEﬂ,mlmLﬂuiﬂmmqmmmmmmummnLuumimmLm;lmmgaﬂSmWiﬂUmam welidu
nMswanseenfigenndastultmunefiddynin tufe “nssnwanuusesmedlupnuduius” (relational
harmony) Jaduafeumdnlunateimusssuerde (Tseng et al,, 2020) nseanuioaUSUIeLfe
Lildvaufna (“liutheddoseany vile lWlivauiusigouns ”) 3dhilinsieasiliaonades
(incongruent) udumuaenadesnaundulussduiiasiu ndnie iWumsnsgvinfiaenadosasnadaiy
A eludilinuddyiuanumnanmaeisualivesaseuniunnninanuidnduuinvesauies s
U%’Ué]’ﬂué’ﬂwmzﬂiﬁu‘i‘%ﬁiﬂumiLm%zyﬂzy,mﬁLﬁumimﬁlﬂuquéﬂmﬂ (emotion-focused coping) lay
T¥nseensu (acceptance) waznsldmnuidensmaududie dadunalniivulfvesluggiogdides
wdtyfuaanunsaifiudsuutasidenn (Abreu et al,, 2021; Tomas et al., 2020) Faunnsaziimgud
#1199 UszendldFamsAmiladsenuasiBengeumeiausssume Wudeiunsanmnisidlumagiiies
TuuSumederitlidiuiannusndulunsusuunfnlidnfuamussasiosay (Cheung & Chan, 2002)

4. fepzdanisufiAnisweunaiiazidensousioTausssy

Mndefunuirsiuthungdoiausuusidrdnysonisujiinismeruiauas umeuguamin
Toedlndiudsanudniulumaasunssuiwimiannnsguaiisasdunsudloteunnos (deficit-based
model) lugmsquaitinguaeiduguinarsuaziinimdasndonisimusssy (culturally safe, patient-
centered care) FafipsorfBMTysANMTULIARTAATY TnemeuiavEefuitRnumaiuguaindnais
Tauddyfuaiuandengounisausssy Tnedaduuuiindes “amuaiuisanisiausssy”
(cultural competence) FanafofunisFoudaudemnuasiiynduan lWguudndes “arudeution
QOUAUNITINUTTIN” (cultural humility) e?jaL‘T]uﬂizmumiL‘%ﬂuimaam%‘imﬁLﬁumimmummm (self-
reflection) M3nsgniindsoniiionad] uaznseeniuigtie fe fisrmglulszaunisaivomules
(Lekas et al., 2020) nmsUsuAsupmastiagyiilimeruadsuunuman “§inw” (healer) lug ¢
§1usaNazeaIn” (facilitator) flad1siiufivaonsouazduamlifisansad foundamnddlagin
nelurasmuiedla

uananil Ny U1anIBRUURNUNINAUAVAINTR AITUIANBBUNDN ABNAUNITMUTTIUNNG
MsUTATTugUss3u Tne “wiugauds” (strengths-based approach) 11nndinisuesn “dgym” uie
“wgdanm” Ssnaiufigandeiazaislugnsdumuadldvsslonian “Funind” way “viwenns” 4
yanauazguruiiaguda (Pulla, 2017) Tasannsdifnuil wnuflaznersmuiuivdsuanumiaves
dasegliluluaiuuwifadaanieunsiunn nerviawasguiiAnuauguaImdnaiseeusuin
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“enmmisignituiuaseunia” Ao wndmdslaiddnuasnsmaduiduninmsssunuunisams magua
Jamsaduiidelifgogfiuvinispuaguamuowmuediufousedu Gummna (pathway) g
Tininnanusaegiiteganudidavesgnuanuldonuiuiu Wunsideulestul tmnenisnviuas
fuundenumianfuvesyaratiu saenauasuadsausFniinualunueseszeogiunummg
daRn WU N1SYINNWEN 9 Uey 9 w3BN1TRwARAIY Fansvsananldlinise widufanssufiadng
arwdAniinnalunuediungzseny venand lumsmaunumsguaduiudedianuddniuinims
ITeyayrad An15UTEIIUANNABINITAUIRTYYINVDINGIDTY LagrinuiuiuasauaTIvisediinig
ansdelugvu Welinsatduayusmdniggaiduduniweununisquasinadumans deaztae
Tigeengannsaldmnuideidunalnnsususiiiiussansamilowdaydumunnd

nanafe nsguadgsengunientnesiiusraniainiudesnaneunaiiufoniiflugiug
gunsANazaInlunsBelsnannelu” (facilitator of inner healing) lngldAruosutlonaennunIg
Souusssmduiiugn waglfuumeniugaudadueiosdielumsufod dauwmadsnanlsiifiosusiay
Profindszansamlunisgua uidadunsdaaiuniugisssumaaunamm (health equity) waztilug
Msilgunmeifednadaiiu

J23MNAVINTIY
Say o o a a a v av o &
nsfnwiiidedninuissenisimsiiansanlunmsinnuwazUssendldnanside Al

[
a v A

1. n1539eildun1sidensdlfnwndenuainlugusuyieivuiissuiaies vlinanisided
Snwartuegiuuunuarlifitmneifionsaguéedaieadn dafunisssgndldiasionsands
ANUANEATINITRIUSTTULAAIAY

2. maiudeyandnsiunsaunuingueniliglideyaunseliazmnlafiesdawennuian
visoUsraumsalfiuneusduyanaldiogiafum

3. msduliunuaunungundonturililianusaldnssuiunmafuioyauuuau iethdeya

fiantulminnnguusnluldviuuundnmieinzanlunguiallly

4. m3wdantwordfuniwlneenafiauidssensgydsauvaneidieisuaivioniny

LLG]ﬂGi’]\?LgﬂﬁEJEJV]’Nﬂ’]U’]

Faauaunuzlunisdinanisideluldy

1. Yaiauauwuzdmiun1sUUn

widunsalfnuvesigeorgumenduitesyuruier wildasvouunSoudfnfifeides as
finsanfefuulovenisguagunndnggeengnaueanug aniuiiunisfansesym Tugnisly
nunsTansssudutadeunies misnuviesiuansadesonlunssenuuuianssuiiduaiuunum
MIATBUATINAL YL TUVDIEINY wazaiaaTetisenaatastguannyuvy ileangUassaiua1w
WAL IRIUTTIY

2. TolauouugdmIuneIuIa

weruramsUugsmeslumsUseliugunminlagldnsussiiuidawasidensoude tnus s
LagtUALuUnUINgIN “G3nY” lﬂa “HenEnsnIsiieienainanelu” Imaaamwumﬂsimmaimsw
wiasnddlafidgeengfiogudn muisaiuayuunumiguatazysannisardenainiyg i
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foruauuzlunsiisafadely

1. mstimsAnwndIeuiiiouluguvueiiidu vislunguuiugdu ilevhar it leanumieu
LazALLANAYeIUTTAUNSRiLazAam Y Bsazthlugnisaiansdnuiiinseunguuazaiansn
ihludszgndldlinirannnadetu

2. sfnwideuaviamiaiesiionndeduny “anunisfiaiiunseunia” (family-oriented
hope) Tuusunaasdsnslne

3. MsAnwATeIdeUoRnsuuuildausan (participatory action research) tileligeeny
AsaUASH wazaur WendusnlumseesnuuusUuuumsguaiimnzaufuuTunesuLes
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