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Abstract

Agriculture is accepted to be a health hazardous occupation. The main purpose
of this descriptive study was to examine health status related to risk among 288
shallot farmers working in Cham Pa Wai Subdistrict, Mueang District, Phayao Province.
Data were obtained using an interview-form which had been confirmed both content
validity and reliability. Data analysis was performed using descriptive statistics. The
main findings revealed that regarding health status related to risk in term of illness
possibly related to exposure of occupational hazards, most common ailments were
musculoskeletal pain including shoulder/arm/hand pain (87.50%), back pain (84.03%)
and leg/foot pain (77.43%), eyes irritation (81.60%), and fingers or hands numbness
(71.18%). Work-related injuries during the past three months was 20.14% which
were non-fatal injuries (81.25%). The injury causation was related to falls and slips
(64.06%), and struck by/caught between mechanical equipments (53.12%). The
injured body parts found included legs, calf and knee (60.93%). The results of this
study indicate that occupational health nurses including related health team should
recognize the importance of health surveillance. Disseminating information regarding
safety at work and health risk should be encouraged to reduce occupational illnesses

or injuries related to work among shallot farmers.
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