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Abstract

Paternal role perception is an important factor in the growth and development of the child.
Education provision can promote the child care role perception of the father-to-be. The purpose of
this quasi-experimental study was to determine the effect of education provision on role perception
regarding child care among men becoming fathers. The subjects were 40 husbands of first-time
mothers who visited the antenatal care unit at Surin Hospital from August 2010 to May 2011. They
were selected by purposive sampling and assigned to the experimental or control group with twenty
subjects in each group. Subjects in the control group and experimental group were matched based
on study criteria. The research instruments were 1) education provision plan and patermnal role in
child care manual, and 2) the perception of patemal role in child care questionnaire, which was
modified from Wannachetisara’s questionnaire (1994). Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics,

independent t-test and dependent t-test.

The results of study

1. After receiving the intervention, the experimental group had significantly higher perceptions

of paternal role regarding child care than that of the control group (o < 0.001), and

2. After receiving the intervention, the experimental group had significantly higher perceptions

of patemnal role regarding child care than before receiving the education provision (o < 0.001).

The findings of this study provide nurse-midwives’ guidance to promote patemal role

perception regarding child care. This is expected to be useful for nursing practice, nursing education

and further research.
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