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Factors Predicting Infention to Screen for Hand Foot and Mouth Disease
among Child Care Attendants in Child Development Centers in the South
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Factors Predicting Intention to Screen for Hand Foot and Mouth
Disease among Child Care Attendants in Child Development Cenfers in the South
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Abstract

Hand foot and mouth disease is a common viral illness that usually affects children under
than 5 years old. It can spread easily in child development centers. A screening prior to coming
to the center is the most effective way of preventing the spread of infection. The purposes of
this predictive correlation research were to examine the intention, attitude, subjective norm and
perceived behavioral control in the screening of this disease among child care attendants in
child development centers. The study samples were 129 child care attendants in child
development centers in the southern of Thailand using multi-stage random sampling. The
research instrument was a questionnaire developed by the researcher. Data were collected
during September to October, 2013 and were analyzed by using descriptive statistics and multiple
regression analysis.

The results of this study based on the Theory of Planned Behavior are as follows:

1) The sample had the highest level of intention to screen for hand foot and mouth
disease. 2) The sample had a high level attitude toward the behaviors. The subscales of behavioral
beliefs and outcome evaluations, were at the highest level. 3) The sample had a high level of
subjective norm. The subscales of normative beliefs and motivations to comply with the referents,
were at the highest level. 4) The sample had a high level of perceived behavioral control. The
subscales of control beliefs and perceived power of the control factor, were also at a high level.
5) Subjective norms and perceived behavioral control accounted for 22.3% of the variability in
intention to screen for hand foot and mouth disease (p<0.001). 6) Perceived power of the control
factor and motivations to comply with the referents accounted for 22 % of the variability in
intention to screen for hand foot and mouth disease (p<0.01).

The results of the study suggests that health care teams or relevant authorities should
support the screening for hand foot and mouth disease by encouraging perceived power of the
control factor and motivations to comply with the referents of attendants, in order to encourage
the intention of attendants to screen for hand foot and mouth disease.
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