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Development of Nurses” Competency on
Caring for Alcohol-dependent Patients

Abstract

The alcohol dependence problem among Thai population has been increasing. Nurses are
responsible for care of patients with alcohol dependence. This research aimed to develop
nurses’ competency in caring for alcohol-dependent patients by improving knowledge and skill
in caring for alcohol-dependent patients as well as promoting positive attitude toward alcohol-
dependent patients. One hundred seventy-one samples registered nurses who work for public
hospitals in Phetchabun province were used as samples. Data was collected by using the nurses’
attitude toward alcohol-dependent patients scale and the knowledge and skill of caring for
alcohol-dependent patients scale which were developed by the researchers. Research instrument
reliabilities were .86 and .96 respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and
t-test.

The results of study

1. the curriculum of development of nurses’ competency on caring for alcohol-dependent
patients focused on improving knowledge and skill in caring for alcohol-dependent patients and
promoted positive attitude toward alcohol-dependent patients, 2) mean scores of knowledge
and skill in caring for alcohol-dependent patients scale and nurses’ attitude toward alcohol-
dependent patients scale were significantly different between pre-test and post-test (p<0.05).
In conclusion, the curriculum of development of nurses’ competency in caring for alcohol-
dependent patients can improve knowledge and skill of caring for alcohol-dependent patients
as well as promote the positive attitude toward alcohol-dependent patients.

Key words : Development, Competency, Saring, Nurse, Alcohol Dependence
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