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Abstract

Nursing documentation is a tool to assist in the continuum care for consumers. It is also
important evidence for documenting quality of nursing care. The objective of this study is to
determine the knowledge, attitudes, and practices regarding nursing documentation as perceived
by 62 nurses working at Khammouane Provincial Hospital. Instruments used in this study include:
1) demographic data form, 2) knowledge of nursing documentation assessment form, 3) nurses’
attitudes toward nursing documentation form, and 4) perceived practices of nursing documentation
form. Content validity of all forms were confirmed by three experts. The reliability of these
forms was tested with 15 nurses. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results of study

1. Fifty-three point twenty-three percent of nurses had good levels of knowledge, 45.16%
of nurses had moderate levels of knowledge and 1.61% of nurses had low levels of knowledge
regarding nursing documentation.

2. Nurses’ attitudes toward nursing documentation were very good. Attitudes toward policy,
perceived importance of nursing documents, staffing, supervision system were also very good
were at the highest level, while attitudes toward preparing the tool kit for documentation were
good.

3. Nurses perceived the practice of completing nursing documentation to be at a moderate
level. The completion on the vital signs record form was moderate, and low on the medication
record form and nurses’ note.

The results of this study can be used as baseline data to develop knowledge of nurses
regarding nursing documentation and to develop practice guidelines for nursing documentation.
Additionally, the results can be used to conduct further study related to nursing documentation

in Laos, PDR.

Key words : Knowledge, Attitudes, Practices, Nursing Documentation
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