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Abstract

Political participation among professional nurses is a conscious action that seeks to
influence public policy either directly or indirectly, especially public health policies and
other public policies that affect the nursing profession. The purpose of this research study
was to identify the political participation and the predicting factors of political participation
among professional nurses in hospitals in the northern region of Thailand. The study sample
included 395 professional nurses in 37 hospitals who had worked in community hospitals,
general hospitals, and regional hospitals in the northern region. The research instruments
were developed by the researcher based on the conceptual framework of Verba and
colleagues (1995) and were comprised of a demographic data record form, nurse political
participation questionnaire, and factors predicting political participation among nurses
questionnaire. The content validity index of both instruments were .97 and 1.00, respectively
and the reliability were .88 and .85, respectively. Data were analyzed using stepwise
multiple regression analysis.

Results of the study revealed the following:

1. Political participation among professional nurses was low. Most professional nurses
had high levels of political participation through voting, but campaigning was moderate
and affiliation with organizations related to politics was low. In addition, campaign
contributions, contacts, protests, serving on community boards, and informal community
activities had either no participation or participation on the lowest level.

2. The factors predicting political participation among professional nurses were
psychological engagement, recruitment networks, and resources (B:O.30, 0.28, and 0.17,
p<.001).

These findings could be used as basic data for nursing administrators, nursing
educational institutes, the Thailand Nursing and Midwifery Council, the Nurses’ Association
of Thailand, and professional nurses to develop strategies to increase political participation

of professional nurses.
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