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Implementation of Infection Prevention and
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Abstract

Infection prevention and control (IPC) is an important activity that should be
conducted in homes for the aged. This descriptive study aimed to determine IPC practices
including obstacles and support needed for an effective IPC among homes for the aged
in Thailand. The study population was the directors or the main personnel responsible
for the IPCin 25 homes for the aged. The study was conducted between June and August,
2013. The data was collected using an IPC questionnaire developed by the researcher
using literature review. Main contents included: structure of infection prevention,
surveillance of infection, isolation precautions, outbreak control, disinfection and
sterilization, employee health, elderly health, employee education, environmental control
and antibiotic usage. Data was analyzed using descriptive statistics.

Data was received from all populations. The study results revealed that 92% of
population were female, 20% were the directors of homes for the aged. Seventy-two
percent were not trained in IPC. Overall, implementation of IPC activities conducted by
homes for the aged was only 31.9% of all activities. Eighty percent of homes for the aged
did not establish a structure of infection prevention. Sixty percent did not have guidelines
to educate their personnel in disinfection and sterilization and did not implement any
activity relevant to antibiotic usage (36%), did not conduct surveillance of infection (28%),
did not educate employee and did not conduct environmental control (24%) and outbreak
control (20%). The obstacles in implementing IPC of homes for the aged were lack of
responsible personnel (76%), lack of information technology (72%), lack of IPC guidelines
and isolation room for an infected elderly (68%) and did not have IPC policy (60%). Ninety-six

percent of homes for the aged needed IPC guidelines and information technology for
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data collection, followed by position for IPC responsible personnel (92%), educator for
IPC training (88%), IPC policy (84%) and IPC textbooks (80%).

The results can be proposed to responsible organizations of homes for the aged

to establish IPC policy, position of IPC responsible personnel and guidelines including

strengthening IPC competency of personnel of homes for the aged in prevention of

infection.

Key words: Implementation of Infection Prevention and Control, Homes for The Aged
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