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Sexual Risk Behaviors and Family Violence among Akha VWomen

Abstract

At present, there are an increasing number of Akha women migrated to work in the
city. They often work in the informal sector, including domestic work, waiting tables,
factory work, or hawk goods (walk/travel selling goods or food). Working in such places
put them to be sexual risk behaviors and family violence. This descriptive study was
aimed to explain sexual risk behaviors and family violence among Akha women. Data
were collected by semi-structured interviews with 118 Akha women in Chiang Mai city.
The interview questionnaire was developed by researchers and reviewed by three experts,
and was trial with 5 Akha women. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and
Chi-square test.

The results found that many Akha women had sexual risk behaviors such as have
sex at young age; less than 20 (63.9%), have sex before marriage (19.1%), about half of
women who had ever sex were not willing to have sex (42.5%) lack of skill for sexual
communication and negotiation: never talk with partner about prevention of sexual
infection (45.7%), never say about sexual need (45.7%), could not refuse to have sex
(9.6%), no protection method for sexual transmission (81.1%) since they were trust in
their husband (83.5%) and their opinion that inappropriate for a couple to use condom
(41.5%). About one sexth of these women (15.3%) had experienced at least one type
of sexual harassment. Among Akha women with partner have bad relationship with their
husbands (48.3%), and was physical attack (8.1%)

The researchers recommend that the findings will use to develop program for
empowerment Akha women for equality of female-male sexual role and male participation

to decrease sexual risk behaviors and family violence among Alkha women.

Key words: Sexual Risk Behaviors, Family Violence, Akha women
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