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Abstract

Infection of Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) in a Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) is an important problem for hospital-associated infection,
affecting the increasing rate of morbidity and mortality in neonates. Practices of
guidelines for prevention and control of MRSA are essential to prevent the spread of MRSA and
decrease hospital-associated infection. This quasi - experimental research aimed to examine the
effects of the prevention and control program for MRSA on knowledge and practices among
nurses in a neonatal intensive care unit, Sappasitthiprasong hospital, during December 2010
to March 2011. The study population included 16 registered nurses. The research instruments
consisted of a demographic data questionnaire, the knowledge test, the observational recording
form and the prevention and control program for MRSA which consisted of participatory learning
plans, information feedback provision and the support of personal protective equipment and

hand hygiene equipment. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Chi-square test.

The results of study

After implementing the prevention and control program for MRSA, nurses’ knowledge
scores and proportion of correct practices of the prevention and control of MRSA
statistically significantly higher than prior to the implementation of the program (p < 0.05).
The results show that the usage of the prevention and control program can improve nurses’

knowledge and correct practices regarding prevention and control of MRSA in NICU.

key words: Prevention and Control Program, Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus Aureus,

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Infection Control
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Effects of the Prevention and Control Program for Methicillin-Resi: Staphylococcus
Aureus on Knowledge and Practices among Nurses in Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
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