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Effects of Reinforcement in Prevention of Pulmonary Tuberculosis Infection
on Knowledge and Practices of People Surrounding the Refugee Camp
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Abstract

Prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection among people surrounding the refugee
camp is crucial. People are more at risk from pulmonary tuberculosis infection when they reside
a refugee camp than in a general area. Promotion of knowledge and practice for correct and
appropriate in prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection among people are important.
The purpose of this quasi-experimental study was to determine the effects of reinforcement
in prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection on knowledge and practices among people
surrounding the refugee camp during January to March, 2011. The subjects in this study were
selected by systematic sampling and randomly assigned into either control or experimental
group. Of each group have sixty eight persons, total one hundred and thirty six persons. The
control group did not receive reinforcement whereas the experimental group received reinforce-
ment. Instruments for data collection consisted of the questionnaires on demographic data,
knowledge and practice in prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection. Instruments for the
intervention consisted of reinforcement plan composing education, rewarding, poster reminder
and facility provision. Instruments for data collection and mass instruction media were in both

Thai and Karen languages. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and t-test.
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The results of study
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After receiving reinforcement, the mean score of knowledge in prevention of pulmonary tuber-

culosis infection among the experimental group significantly increased from 19.00 (S.D. = 3.14)

to 26.87 (S.D.=3.08) (p < 0.001) and was significantly higher than the control group with the

mean score of 18.66 (S.D. = 3.76) (p < 0.001). After receiving reinforcement, the mean score

of practices in prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection among the experimental group
significantly increased from 22.35 (S.D. = 4.93) to 29.43 (S.D. = 4.72) (p < 0.001) and was sig-
nificantly higher than the control group with the mean score of 22.03 (S.D. = 4.95) (p < 0.001).

These findings indicate that reinforcement in prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection

is effective to increase knowledge and practices in prevention of pulmonary tuberculosis infection

among people. Healthcare workers should use the reinforcement in prevention of pulmonary

tuberculosis infection to people surrounding the refugee camp.

Key words: Reinforcement, Prevention of Pulmonary Tuberculosis Infection, People,

Refugee camp.
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