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Enhancing Community Capacity
in Managing of Food Safety Village
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to enhance community capacity in managing
food safety village using participatory action process. The process started from using
community forums to enhance community engagement in situation analysis on chemical
contaminants and residues in foods and their impacts on human health. Subsequently,
the guidelines for food safety management were mutually set. The study was conducted
in Moo 19 Ban Kedkeaw, Mae Khawtom Sub District, Muang District, ChiangRai during
October 2010-July, 2011. Data collection tool consisted of the Health Impact Questionnaire
was content validated and tested for reliability in which the Cronbach’s Apha was .84. In
addition, qualitative data was collected by field notes in order to gain insight into process
of enhancing community capacity. Descriptive analysis of qualitative data and Descriptive

statistics were used for data analysis.

The results of study

The utilization of community forums in this study served as an action for modifying
the community’s health perception as well as verifying and sharing knowledge resulting
in community’s mutual goals, raised problem awareness and guidelines for food safety
management. Furthermore, the study process took steps towards empowering the
community in order to promote safety food production and consumption. At the end of
the study, the community strength was revealed as indicated by the capacity of community

in working together to achieve a common goal.

Key words: Food Safety Village, Enhancing Community Capacity
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