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Abstract

Fatigue is one of common side effects among children with leukemia receiving
chemotherapy and profoundly impact on the physical and psychological of a child. Nurses
should have knowledge and confidence to care leukemic children with chemotherapy
induced fatigue. However, there were no reports of study related to this issue. The purpose
of this one group quasi-experimental study was to compare nurses’ knowledge and self-
efficacy in caring for leukemic children with chemotherapy induced fatigue before and after
receiving an educational program. Knowles’ adult learning theory (1980) and Bandura’s
concept of self-efficacy (1997) were used as the study framework. The purposive sample
included 14 nurses practicing in the pediatric oncology unit of university hospital, northern
Thailand. Data were collected using the Fatigue Knowledge Scale, and the Fatigue Self-Efficacy
Scale. Paired t-test was used to analyze the data.

The findings revealed that nurses’ knowledge and self-efficacy in caring for leukemic
children with chemotherapy induced fatigue after receiving the educational program were

statistically significant higher than before receiving the educational program (t=10.348,

p<.001; t=8.706, p<.001, respectively).

The study results provide knowledge about preparing nurse in caring leukemic children

with chemotherapy induced fatigue. The preparation is through providing the educational

program.

Key words: Chemotherapy Induced Fatigue, Leukemic Children, Nurses” Knowledge, Nurses’

Self-Efficacy
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