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Abstract

Ceramic workers’s health is potentially at risks as a result of exposure to occupational
health hazards. This descriptive study aimed to examine occupational health hazards and
health statuses and their relation to risk among large ceramic factory workers. The study
sample consisted of 331 large ceramic factory workers in Lampang Province. Data collection
was carried out during December 2014 to January 2015. The research instruments included
an interview questionnaire regarding occupational health hazards and health statuses and
their relation to risk at work among large ceramic factory workers, with a content validity
index of 0.98 as confirmed by a panel of experts. The reliability was also tested using
Cronbaach’s alpha coefficient. The results was at acceptable level (0.75-0.87).

The results of the research showed the following perceived occupational health hazards:
chemical hazards: soil or sand (68.28 %); ergonomic hazards: twist position and posture
repetitive work were equal in proportions (66.16 %); physical hazards: heat from the furnace
(52.57 %) and working in unsafe conditions: working with equipment or sharp tools (22.66
%). Regarding health status relation to exposure of occupational health hazards, the samples
perceived neck/shoulder/back pain (54.38 %), arm/elbow/wrist pain (40.18 %), headache/
fatigue (37.46 %), and skin rashes (34.14 %). Work-related injuries during the final three months
were 11.18 percent and the majority were minimal injuries without sickness leave (94.00%).

The results of this study provided initial data for occupational and environmental health
nurses and other health care teams for the preparation of projects to reduce occupational
health hazards, which were chemical hazards, ergonomics hazards and physical hazards, in
order to reduce the risk of occupational illness and injuries related to work among large

ceramic factory workers.

Key words : Occupational Health Hazards, Health Status Related to Risk, Ceramic Worker,

Large Ceramic Factory
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